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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the Invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12. first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. In 
particular, the claim sets forth a base mounting member attached to at least one 
elongated side leg member between a product support platform member and an 
opposed end portion of said leg member; however neither the disclosure nor the 
drawings describe such a connection. The connection between said leg member and 
said base mounting member is shown as disposed at the lower end of said leg member. 
Appropriate clarification or correction is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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Claims 1.4-9, 12-18. 21, 24-26. 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by US Patent No. 1,861,368 to Sorrentino. 

Sorrentino discloses an apparatus comprising: a top rod member 1 formed into a 
planar loop defining an opening there through and further defining a storage area; a 
plurality of elongated legs 2 pivotally attached to and slideable along said top rod 
member on bearing members; a product support platform 6 having a plurality of 
mounting members 3 adjacent a peripheral edge thereof removably attached to said 
elongated leg members 2; a container member (shown in phantom) positionable in said 
storage area comprising side walls adjacent the periphery of said storage area; a 
product display member removably attachable to said apparatus, said product display 
member 7 being formed to bow in a direction away from the opening formed by said top 
rod member, and extending upward and away from said top rod member; said product 
display member capable of supporting and retaining a product for display (see FIG. 1). 

With respect to recitation regarding said segments being configured to support a 
product, it is noted that since this recitation is functionally reciting a specific unclaimed 
element (product), a reference need not explicitly show use with that element. Rather, a 
reference need only be capable of being used in such a way as claimed. 

Claims 9, 14, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 6,050,529 to Lin. 

Lin discloses a support structure comprising: a top rod member 3 formed into a 
planar loop defining an opening there through; a plurality of elongated legs 1 pivotally 
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attached to said top rod member on bearing members 31 ,32; a product support platform 
7 having a plurality of mounting members 71,72 adjacent a peripheral edge thereof 
removably attached to said elongated leg members 1 ; a container member 9 
positionable in a storage area defined by said loop, said container comprising side walls 
adjacent the periphery of said storage area; a product display member 6 comprising fist 
and second ends removably attachable to said leg members 1; and a sign, or label 
holding mechanism 5 (see FIGS. 1 and 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-16, 21-26, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 6,752,286 to Liu in view of US patent No. Des. 
463,158 to Lu. 

Liu discloses a collapsible clothes bin comprising an upper rod member (as 
shown in Figure 1) forming a substantially planar loop; a plurality of elongated legs 12 
pivotally attached to and slideable along said top rod member on bearing members 124; 
a container member 2 positionable in said storage area comprising side walls adjacent 
the periphery of said storage area; a base platform member 1 1 having a plurality of 
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mounting members 1 1 1 associated therewith to removably attach said base platform 
member to said legs (see FIG. 2); said base platform member having rolling means 15. 

Liu does not disclose a product support platform member having at least one 
mounting member associated therewith adjacent a peripheral edge removable 
attachable to said at least one leg member. 

Lu shows a two-tier stand comprising a removable lower support platform 
capable of supporting a product. Liu and Lu references are analogous art because they 
are from the same field of endeavor — ^wire storage apparatuses — and they overlap in 
classification. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide the lower removable support member as shown by Lu in the 
assembly as disclosed by Liu by supporting said removable member on lower support 
means 124 (see FIG. 1, Liu). The motivation would have been to provide a means for 
supporting additional articles by separating the base platform from the container area. 
The inclusion of an intermediate basket support remains within the scope of the 
invention to Liu, as it would essentially provide a space between the base support and 
the bottom of the basket. The space would be an obvious improvement to the overall 
apparatus in that it would provide an area to store laundry related items including 
detergent, dryer sheets, and the like. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• US Patent No. 6,588,620 to Thuma et al. 

• US Patent No. Des. 362,762 to Emalfarb et al. 

• US Patent No. 3.627,242 to Vandermast 

• US Patent No. 1,959,454 to Biescar 

• US Patent No. 1 ,588.550 to Smith 

• US Patent No. 71 1 ,41 0 to Means 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can nomnally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JWN 
March 6, 2006 




